
The history of the West Coast Trail 
Frank Statham

The West coast is our playground and holidaying here has brought 
many of our members to these parts to take up residency. Besides 
beautiful scenery this part of Canada has a long history with many 
interesting details.

At the beginning of the 20th century vessels visiting the various small 
communities on the British Columbia coast, or coming from ports along 
the Paci�c rim, had no way of communicating once at sea. Vessels 
sailed and were expected at their destination on a particular date.  It 
wasn't uncommon for a vessel to be late due to storms, or vanish and 
debris to be discovered on a remote beach weeks later attesting to its 
fate.  

In 1907 the Dominion Government enacted a plan to increase the 
safety of mariners along the southern coast.  Money was provided to 
build the present West Coast Trail, supply and man two lifeboats and 
build a series of wireless stations.  

During the summer and fall of 1907 there were crews spread along the 
coast erecting the wireless station's masts and buildings.  Stations were 
constructed at Estevan Point, Pachena Point, Gonzales Hill, Point Grey 
and Cape Lazo.  

The �rst direct message between these two stations read:  “Pachena 
wireless station to Gonzales Hill wireless station. December 28. Con-
gratulations. You come in splendidly. Notwithstanding the opinion of 
the experts, we can penetrate mountains

Ship owners quickly began �tting wireless equipment to their vessels. 
Passengers, if given a choice, would book passage on a wireless �tted 
vessel over one without that equipment.  Owners also quickly saw the 
advantage of knowing ahead of time a vessel's movements.

Within �ve years Triangle Island, Ikeda, Alert Bay and Digby Island were 
added into the network giving complete coverage along the coastal 
waters.

Frank Statham retired from the Canadian Coast Guard in 2001 after 
working 34 years in marine electronics.  He is now researching the early 
history of the Dominion Wireless (Radio) Service stations along the British 
Columbia Coast. 
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Presidents’ Message 
Karin Laurie

The bulbs are trying to poke thru the ground so do I dare say spring might just be around the corner.  
And in some areas of the Cowichan Valley there is still snow piled up. Hate to say it “rain please come 
and wash the rest of this white stu� away”.  We have just been thru the longest winter – well, at least 
for us West Coast residents, that many people can remember and I sincerely hope we do not have a 
repeat for a few years.

And doesn’t the sun feel good now that we are able to get out and move about.

June will see the annual Congress once again in Ottawa.  This is attended by all of the National Direc-
tors, the Presidents of all 85 branches, the National President and V.P.’s as well as the R.S.O.  With the 
new By-Laws and Regulations came the task of revamping them to make them shorter and more 
concise.  But as with all changes some important items fall thru the cracks and with each congress 
we work at making the new and the old read and mean what it was suppose to mean.

It has been almost a year and hopefully all of us have adjusted to the “new” look of the F.S. N. A. logo, 
materials and web site.

The N.B.O.D. has con�rmed that the FSNA has agreed it will support the appeal regarding Justice 
Panet’s decision in the pension surplus court case.  The case could be heard  at the earliest in the fall 
of 2009 but it is more likely in 2010.

It has been brought to our attention that our 50/50 draws at our luncheons are illegal so until we can 
make arrangements for permits we have to discontinue them.
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The next General Meeting will be held 
April 16, 2009

Place:  Silver Bridge Travel Lodge Inn

Time:  10:30 a.m. - Meet & Greet

             11:00 a.m. -  Business Meeting

             12:00 Noon - Lunch

Menu:  Beef Burger with condiments and 
salads and dessert.

Speaker:  1:00 p.m. - Mr. Andy Poon, BC 
Securities Commission. 

Topic:   InvestRight.

Remember, if you fail to cancel your lunch 
after you have been called, you will be 
billed for your meal. Charles Bradbury, 

Cape Lazo BC Archives Collection

Eric Marshall


