President’s Message - Dianne Ham on behalf of Karin Laurie

During the absence of the President as a volunteer at the Olympics | have participated in the By-law Resolution Meet-
ing on behalf of Duncan Branch. These resolutions have now been forwarded to National office. On behalf of the
president | attended a special luncheon, organized on March 8 for our regional director John Finn for the five Island
branches to meet the federal FSNA executive director Sylvia Ceacero.

Chris Van Ham, Secretary, Mr. Val Cretney, Treasurer and Irene Hawkins, Director at Large, joined us. Regional meetings
are an annual event and called by the RSO (John Finn) to give interested Executive Committee members of all 5 Island
branches a chance to meet with him, each other and possibly national VIPs.

And Karin writes from her mountain top:

I would like to thank Dianne Ham for "volunteering" to be acting president while | was playing Smurf at the Olympics.
And many thanks to the executive as a whole for their assistance making the procedure work.

Volunteering at the Olympics was a chance of a life time and | am glad | did it. The hours were long (most of my shifts
started at 5:30 AM and ended at 4:30 PM) and the pay — well, we were rewarded in the laughs the volunteers shared
and the commiserating with each other about the cold, the rain or the wind that seemed endless in Whistler. The sun
did shine, | will tell you there is not a prettier sight than standing on Whistler Mountain at 5:30 in the morning, waiting
for the sun to come across and watch as she lights up the Coast Range across "the street". Many of my fellow smurfs
were in awe of that picture which just drives home the fact that we have mountains and we live in those mountains.

The visitors we encountered were very impressed with the Whistler area, the venues and the friendliness of the
residents. None were particularly happy about all of the security checks but that is a fact of life in today’s world. Expo '86
really exposed Vancouver to the rest of the world and the Olympics will reaffirm that exposure plus remind the world

that Whistler really is as wonderful as the magazines have been saying. Even if Mother Nature doesn't always co-operate.
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Executive Committee

President: Karin Laurie 748-3749 Next meeting: April 15, 2010

1st Vice President: Dianne Ham ... 743-5700 PI . Sl brid I

Secretary: Christine Van Ham .......ccccccovevunece. 746-6018 cld=s Sllitdieliie = e

Treasurer: Val Cretney 746-8020 Time: 10:30 am - Meet & Greet

Heqlth Beneﬁts Officers: 11:00 am - Business Meeting and

Karin Laurie 748-3749 Swearing in of Officers

John Flannagan 653-2344 9

Program Coordinator/Member Services: 12:00 noon - Lunch

Ili’lane’;Ha? e 743-5700 Menu: Teriyaki Chicken and choice of Chef's
emoer Services: Potato or Rice Pilaf, selection of salads and

Marg Baker 537-5339 d rt

I[rene Hawkins 246-9427 €SSerts.

Membership : Cost: $10.00

;(/)rga.:-hnks 748-8716 Program:
ebsite: . . .

Frank Statham 743-3665 Mr. John Finn, Reg!onal S.erwces Officer of the BC

Directors at large: Coastal Island Region, will speak about CPP

Frank Hinks 748-8716 issues.

John Flannagan 653-2344 Please remember: if you fail to cancel your lunch

Past President: Myrna ROY  ....cccooeeeneeenecennnens 246-3329 after you have been phoned, you will have to pay

Non-Elected members: Gl ]

Editor: Nick Meijer Drees ..........mmmmmmsmsssssenns 245-0138 ’

editor’s e-mail address: ncmd@shaw.ca

Past Editor: Ken Strike 537-4743

Telephone Committee:

Chair: Irene Hawkins 246-9427

Local exchanges: 722, 245, 246, 743, 537,653, 715, 746,

748,745,749 . .

Rod Milroy - Ladysmith .....ccoewveveermmrerrennnn. 245-4974 11 el s o) fiere:

Flo Ganderton - SSI 537-1345 CAN YOU HELP? One volunteer needed for the

Una Statham - Duncan/C. Bay  ......ceceeeen. 743-3665 Duncan area - stand-by callers always welcome.

Christine Van Ham - all others ...........u....... 746-6018

This is your last Grapevine ...

but your newsletter will keep coming
by Val Cretney

In a series of meetings the Executive Committee has deliberated on
how to reduce the cost of producing and mailing your local Branch
newsletter, the “Grapevine’, after careful consideration of the recent
financial reports. The Grapevine contains information on scheduled
activities, special notices, articles of interest and reports, all prepared by
member contributors. It serves to keep members informed and
connected. The Grapevine’s current and archival issues are also avail-
able on the FSNA Duncan website.

The Executive Committee is aware that not every member has access to
the Internet and therefore considered another option to satisfy both
paper readers and internet users alike.

It is the decision of the Executive Committee to have the Grapevine
reproduced as an insert into the National FSNA quarterly newsletter “On
Guard”. This will be done at minimal cost to our local Branch, but will
continue its informative and creative function. It will mean a minor adjust-
ment in how the Executive Committee conducts it business in terms of
organizing our meetings. Our editor will continue his efforts as usual.

In addition, the phone contact system can and will be available to
respond to short notice requirements for activities, or on topics, that
should be brought to the membership’s attention. Our dapper
telephone committee will be ready to respond to these requests.

The April Grapevine issue that you now have received will be the final
one to be mailed directly. All future newsletters will come to you as an
insert together with the National On Guard newsletter and will be titled
Duncan & District Branch Report. They will also be posted on our
website as usual. Our summer issue will be mailed mid June, together
with the On Guard magazine.

The Executive Committee believes this to be the best solution in our
current financial situation and hopes for a continued and enthusiastic
readership. Your submissions are as welcome as ever !

Editor’s note:

Your present editing and production team, myself and my wife Truus, support the
move to go “under cover” of the federal newsletter and hope to continue to bring

you a good read and the necessary announcements on time in our ususal style-
only renamed to satisfy the requirements of the On Guard.

APRIL 2010 EDITION

Contents:

- News Undercover
- Arthritis

- Keep Travelling

- Newcomers’ Club
- Playing Smurf

- Announcements

Contributors:

-Val Cretney

- Nick Meijer Drees
- Truus Meijer Drees
- Gerry Masuda

- Dianne Ham

- Karin Laurie

Cedar Waxwing
by Gail Spitler



